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Year 5 Curriculum Overview
        
Year 5 Newsletter Spring Term

Welcome to Year Five!

Hello and welcome to Year 5! The children have settled in well and are working hard.  We are all looking forward to a happy and successful year and hope this newsletter will provide all the information you need to support your child. The Year 5 team aim to bring the curriculum alive for your child by providing a wide variety of learning opportunities over the year, as well as supporting individual learning where appropriate.

Times of the school day 
Year 5 open their cloakroom doors at 8:55am.  We would ask for your support in ensuring that the children arrive promptly in the morning.  The doors are locked at 9:10am and any latecomers must enter through the school office where a register of late arrivals is kept.  Break time is from 10.40am – 11.05am. Lunch time starts at 12:00pm and finishes at 1:00pm, Year 5 eat their lunch 1st and then go out to break. The school day finishes at 3.15pm.

Collective worship
During the week we have an act of worship every day, either as an assembly or in our classrooms. The children end the day with a reflection time, when they think about the things they have achieved during the day and then say the school prayer.

Curriculum
Subjects such as Maths, English (including spelling and grammar), Science, PE, RE, French, Music, ICT and PSHE tend to be taught separately, but other subjects may be taught in a cross curricular manner through ‘topics’. For example our Ancient Greece topic links History, English and Art/D & T. 

Emotional and social development
Through our whole class and group PSHE sessions, the children learn skills that help them to get on with others in a positive way. We find this helps them to foster good relationships in the playground. 

PE
PE kit is required to be in school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for both Year 5 Classes. It is important that your child has their PE kit in school at all times in case the time is changed or it is needed for another activity. 
Swimming takes place during the Spring Term. Each class has 6 weeks of lessons. The lessons last for 1 hour and are led by three Leisure Centre swimming instructors with one life guard. School staff remain poolside for support. 

Our PE kit is as follows; 
· Indoor kit – Plain white T-shirt (with or without school logo) and black shorts
· Outdoor kit – Plain white T-shirt (with or without school logo), black shorts or jogging bottoms, sweatshirt (for cold weather) and trainers.
· Swimming kit – one piece swimming costume/fitted swimming shorts.  Children can wear rash vests. A specific letter with permission slips will be sent before the sessions start.  

Long hair needs to be tied back for PE so a hair-tie should be brought in if required. Earrings need to be removed by the child prior to the start of the lesson. Some children choose not to wear earrings on PE days as they find this easier. PE is part of our curriculum and therefore all children are expected to take part. If there is a medical reason why they cannot participate, a letter signed by a parent or carer is required.

Homework
Homework tasks are related to the week’s work or cross-curricular topic. Usually spellings, times tables and one other piece of work will be set on Friday. We collect it in on the following Wednesday, thus giving time during the weekend or the week to complete the work. Occasionally, we will set a more project based homework and give longer for it to be completed. This work should be mainly done by the child, with support if required.  Some parents have written on the work the amount of support needed and level of difficulty or ease experienced by the child; this is very helpful to us.  Of course, your child may also write a short comment themselves. We understand that family life is often busy and please let do let us know if your child us unable to complete their homework one week; we can be flexible!

Reading
As your child becomes more independent at reading, they may want to continue reading with you or will read on their own.  Many families do continue to read together.  Please do continue to talk with your child about the book they are reading.  Your child will need to have a book in school every day.  We have reading journals for the children to record different aspects of their reading.  There is normally a task to complete for homework to be recorded in the reading journals. As well as reading accurately and fluently, your child needs to be able to discuss what they have read, referring to the text to back up their answers.  They are also working on developing the skills and confidence to read aloud, with expression, to an audience, e.g. reading a story to the rest of the class. Your child will have access to books from the Year 5 reading area and the School Library.  

Walking Home

Depending on individual circumstances, some Year Five children are now starting to walk to school and home alone or with a friend.  If your child is doing this, please do send the school office an email so we know they have your permission to do so and that we can let them go home without seeing a parent/carer at the door.  If they are walking to school independently, we ask that they do not arrive before 8.45 a.m. in the playground. From 8.45 a.m. we do have a member of staff on duty. 

We look forward to a happy and successful term. Please do not hesitate to contact us via the school office, email or at the classroom door if you have any queries. 

The Year 5 Team

The Year 5 Team are: 
	
Class 5FH:

Class Teacher: Mrs Hayes

Wednesday-Friday- Mrs Parry across both classes. 

PPA cover for both classes: Mrs Raven


Teaching Assistants: 
 Mrs. Ker, Mrs. Senter, Mrs Hitchman, Mrs Krull
	
Class 5AH:

Class Teacher: Mr Hope



 








Year 5 Curriculum Overview - Terms 3 and 4

Over the next two terms we will be covering the following areas in our curriculum:
English

Ongoing: 
· Reading a wider range of books with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace.
· Spelling and grammar work.
· Developing speaking and listening skills including speaking aloud to generate ideas.
· Draft and re-read writing to check that the meaning is clear.
· Handwriting
Varjak Paw:
· Comprehension to quote the text, understand inference and note good author word choices.
· Character descriptions – developing empathy, and building wider vocabulary with the use of dictionaries and thesauri. 
· Developing how sentences are written for effect using expanded noun phrases, subordinate clauses and relative clauses. 
Persuasive Writing linked to our D & T chocolate topic:
· Use of words to persuade in Adverts, wrappers, 
· Choice of words for a target audience.


Maths

Multiplication and Division: 
· Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number using a formal written method, including long multiplication for two-digit numbers. 
· Multiply and divide numbers mentally, drawing upon known facts.  
· Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using short division method and interpret remainders appropriately for the context. 
· Solve problems involving multiplication and division, including scaling by simple fractions and problems involving simple rates.
· Recall facts using Number Club and Hit the Button.
Fractions:  
· Identify and name equivalent fractions including tenths and hundredths. 
· Recognise and convert mixed numbers and improper fractions.  
· Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiplies of the same number. 
· Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same number. 
· Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers.  Find fractions of amounts. 
Decimals: 
· Recognise, read and write decimal numbers up to thousandths as fractions.  
· Compare numbers and solve problems with numbers up to 3 decimal places. 
· Round decimals with 2 decimal places to the nearest whole number and to 1 decimal place. 
· Recognise, write percentages as a fractions with denominator 100 and as a decimal fraction. 
Solve problems with percentage and decimal equivalents of 1/2 , 1/4 , 1/5 , 2/5 , 4/5 and with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25.  


	



















Science

Forces:
· Investigate the effect of gravity on objects of different weights.  
Repeat and record experiments like the famous Scientist Galileo.
· Accurately measure the force of gravity pulling on objects and see the link between mass and weight. 
· Use a Newton Metre (force metre), take accurate measurements and record results.
· Devise a fair test to measure air resistance.
· Investigate the effects of friction to move an object. 
· Investigate magnet strength and magnetic materials. 
Property of Materials: 
· Compare and group everyday materials on the basis of their properties and give reasons for their uses. 
· Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes
· Investigate irreversible changes.











PSHE
· Safe use of the internet
· Values of the month: Justice, Love, Mercy, Wisdom
· Family Links:





RE
· Can religion/faith help our world today? (Research project  and presentation on faith inspired heroes.)
· Was the death of Jesus a worthwhile sacrifice? (Reflection on sacrifice and  perceived failure)





History/Geography: Anglo Saxons & Mayans

· Find Anglo Saxon place names on a map of England. Which names of counties have remained and which have changed. 
· Find out the key human and physical characteristics of Mexico and Central, America by using maps and an atlas. 
· Use a world map to locate the Tropic of Cancer, Capricorn and the Equator. 
· Anglo Saxon Settlement of Britain: Anglo Saxon Invasions – where and why did they come? Why did they live in villages rather than the established Roman towns?
· Were there differences in Anglo Saxon Village Life jobs for men and women? 
· How can a range of artefacts help us to know about life, art and culture in Anglo Saxon England and Mexican Mayan civilization?
· How did the Mayan Empire grow and then decline?
· Was everyday life different for rich and poor Mayans? 
· What do we know about the Anglo-Saxon and Mayan values and religious beliefs and how do they differ from our culture in the UK now?
PE

· Outdoor PE – Netball: Improve running, jumping, throwing and catching.  Play competitive small games using attacking and defending skills. 
· Indoor PE - Gymnastics: Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 
Hip Hop Dance: Perform dances using a range of movement patterns.
· Swimming – Develop confidence with a range of strokes up to and beyond 25 metres. To use a variety of water safety measures.












Art and DT

· Research, design, make and evaluate own Easter felt decoration developing sewing skills. 
· Finishing individual embroidered bookmarks. 
· Research, design, make and evaluate our own chocolates with adverts, boxes, slogans etc. 
· Exploring the use of emotions and colour inspired by the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, mixing colour, shades and tones. 
· Develop their own artistic style using tonal contrast and mixed media e.g. to create our own School Values Collage. 
· Create a group video to retell a story for RE and Art week.











Computing (ICT)

Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) to accomplish given goals:
· Use of Publisher for posters to persuade
· Use of Excel Spreadsheets to present data
· Use of Purple Mash to learn Touch Typing
· Use of the internet to research for D & T and other topics. 
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French
· Hobbies: sports, music etc. 
· Questions and answers using verbs: J’aime/Je n’aime pas J’adore /Je deteste , Je joue  
· Core 3: Parts of the body, months of the year, numbers up to 30 and clothes.
Music

Love ballad and Hip Hop tracks.
· Listen and appraise to identify instruments and how the texture, pace and timbre of sound creates an effect or emotion.  
· Voicing opinions with reasons for their views of certain songs or artists. 
· Accompanying songs with instruments to keep the pulse and to compose our own short melodies. 
· Composition of own melody, beat and repeated ostinato/drone using computer composition software. 
· Cross curricular link with dance, using phrasing of music to sequence moves. 
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