Loving, learning and flourishing in community

Message from Mr Edwards-Grundy

This week in Collective Worship we finished looking at unity and co-operation and started looking at
honesty.

In the last session looking at co-operation | challenged the children to achieve the impossible — to
make one hole in a piece of A4 paper big enough for them to climb through. My thanks to Miss Main’s
class who sent photos of them achieving this impossible challenge! If you want to know how it’s done,
you can watch me demonstrate here.

As we finished looking at co-operation we reflected that we all need each other to achieve really
difficult things, and that even things that seem impossible, with some hard work and help from God
can be achieved.

As we continue to face the challenges of this season, which sometimes can feel impossible, | take
heart that by working together and seeking God’s help we will get through. | would like to encourage
you to continue to do all you can to support us in staying open by adhering to our one way system,
leaving the site promptly and not gathering in groups of more than six at any time.

News from around the school

It has been a very busy week in Year 4. As part of RE the children have been thinking about the school’s

values and what difference they make to life in and out of school. We loved the artwork that the

children produced to illustrate our values and we agree with their reflections that “the world is a better

place with values and people are a lot nicer with

them than without them.” Children in Year 4 have also been thinking

' i about adjectives, nouns, verbs and adverbs in
order to then create autumnal poems.

We were amazed at the creativity and richness
of the language that was generated and we
loved reading the poems that they then wrote,
which really captured the sights and sounds of
autumn.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xyk861Y1JzoDQEv7sBF5Y_UWNn96Lxym/view?usp=sharing

Inspiring confidence course

There are now just a few places left on the two
courses that are being run this autumn.

The course will be running online on Monday
and Thursday mornings through October and
November. If you want to know more about
the course, or to book your place, please
contact Judith Ledden.

Information from The
Department of Health

One important part of ensuring the safety and
wellbeing of our communities is testing for
coronavirus. We all have a duty to make sure
that the right people have access to get tested
at the right time. Every time a test is used
inappropriately, a person with COVID-19
symptoms may miss out on getting tested.

Therefore, | ask that you only book a test if
your child has any of these 3 coronavirus
symptoms:

e a high temperature: any new high
temperature where your child feels hot to
touch on their chest or back (you do not
need to measure the temperature)

e anew continuous cough: coughing a lot for
more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours

e aloss of, or change in, sense of smell or
taste: a noticeable loss of smell or taste or
things smell and taste different to normal

Your child does not need a test if they have a
runny nose, are sneezing or feeling unwell but
do not have the symptoms listed above.

If you are unsure about whether to get a test,
please check the official list of symptoms on the

NHS website, or call 111.

Only the person with symptoms should get a
test. You do not need to get a test for anyone
else in the household unless they also have any
of the symptoms of Covid-19 listed above. All
members of the household need to self-isolate
whilst waiting for the test result.

“The Friends” need friends!

Every year the school benefits from the incredible
amount of fundraising that is carried out by The
Friends.

We asked The Friends to tell us some interesting
facts about the events they organise. We
discovered that at an average school quiz, the
participants munch their way through a whopping
bkg of cheese! We also found out that the biggest
fundraiser is the Christmas fete and raffle, which
raises about £3000 every year. Last year Santa
arrived in a Mini and drove around the playground
in it!

The graphic below gives you some idea of the
kinds of things that The Friends provide money
for. Without their tireless fundraising there would
be so much that the school was either unable to
do, or would have to wait much longer for.
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The Friends is made up of parents and members of
the school staff team, who together plan and
deliver a wide range of fun events and activities
through the year for the whole school community
to engage in. This year, fundraising is needed as
much as ever, but it will require a superhuman
effort, given all of the current restrictions.

Please do join The Friends online for their AGM at
8pm this coming Monday evening (5% October).
Contact The Friends on friends@blake.oxon.sch.uk
to let them know that you want to attend and
they will send you an invitation to join the
meeting. Everyone is welcome!
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